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CHAPTER 171
Ch.8,
RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENTS R.L. 1988,
CAP 133.

[15th June, 1922-Part|]  RE.1980-1990.

190f 1958.
[3rd August, 1935-Part 1] &0 remcament.

S.I.17 of 1964.
1. ThisAct may be cited asthe Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments ~ Short title

PART |

Enforcement of Empire and Commonwealth Judgments
Preliminary
2.-(1) InthisPart, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.

“Commonwesdlth country” hasthemeaning assgnedtoitinthelnterpretation cap 1.
Act;

“judgment” meansany judgment or order given or made by acourt inany civil
proceedings, whereby any sum of money is made payable, and includesan
awardin proceedingsonan arbitration if theaward has, in pursuance of thelaw
in force in the place where it was made, become enforceable in the same
manner asajudgment given by acourt inthat place;

“Judgment-creditor” meansthe person by whom the judgment was obtained,
and includesthe successors and assigns of that person;

“Judgment-debtor” meansthe person against whom thejudgment wasgiven,
and includesany person against whom thejudgment isenforceableintheplace
whereitwasgiven;
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CAP91.

Enforcementin
Belizeof judg-
ments obtained in
the High Court of
Justicein England
or Northern
Ireland or inthe
Court of Sessions

“original court”, inrelation to any judgment, meansthe court by which the
judgment wasgiven,

“registering court”, in relation to any judgment, meansthe court by whichthe
judgment wasregistered.

2 Subject to rules of court, any of the powers conferred by
thisPart may be exercised by any judge appointed under the Supreme
Court of JudicatureAct.

Judgments of Courtsin Great Britain

3.-(1) Where ajudgment has been obtained in the High Court of Justicein
England or Northern Ireland or inthe Court of Sessionsin Scotland, thejudg-
ment-creditor may apply to the Supreme Court of Belize at any timewithin
twelvemonthsafter thedate of thejudgment or such longer period asmay be
alowed by the court to havethejudgment registered in the Supreme Court of
Belize, and on any such application the Supreme Court of Belizemay, if inal
the circumstancesof the caseit thinksit isjust and convenient that thejudg-

in Scotland. ment should beenforced in Belizeand subject to the provisionsof thissection,
order thejudgment to beregistered accordingly.
(2 No judgment shall be ordered to be registered under this
sectionif-
(@ theorigina court acted without jurisdiction; or
(b) thejudgment-debtor, being aperson who wasneither carry-
ing onbusinessnor ordinarily resident within thejurisdiction
of theoriginal court, did not voluntarily appear or other
wise submit or agree to submit to thejurisdiction of that
court; or
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments [CAP.171 7

() thejudgment-debtor, being the defendant inthe proceedings,
was not duly served with the process of theoriginal court and
did not appear, notwithstanding that hewasordinarily res-
dent or wascarrying on businesswithinthejurisdiction of that
court or agreed to submit to thejurisdiction of that court; or

(d) thejudgment wasobtained by fraud; or

() thejudgment-debtor satisfiestheregistering court either that
anappedl ispending, or that heisentitled and intendsto apped
againgt thejudgment; or

(H  thejudgment wasinrespect of acauseof actionwhich, for
reasonsof public policy or for someother smilar reason, could
not have been entertained by theregistering court.

3 Whereajudgment isregistered under this section-

(@ thejudgment shall, asfromthedate of registration, be of the
sameforceand effect, and proceedings may betaken thereon
asif it had beenajudgment originally obtained or entered upon
thedateof regidrationinthe Supreme Court of Bdlize;

(b) the SupremeCourt of Belize shall have the same control
and jurisdiction over thejudgment asit hasover similar
judgmentsgiven by itsdf, but in sofar only asrelatesto execu-
tionunder thissection;

() thereasonablecostsof andincidental totheregistration of the
judgment, including the costs of obtaining a certified copy
thereof from the original court and of the application for
registration, shal berecoverablein likemanner asif they were
sums payable under thejudgment.

No. 1 Power Lane,
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Issue of
certificates of
judgments
obtainedin Belize.

Power to
makerules.

S.1.17 of 1964.

Extention of

application of Act.

4 Rulesof court shal provide-

(@ forserviceonthejudgment-debtor of noticeof theregistra:
tion of ajudgment under thissection; and

(b) forenablingthe Supreme Court of Belize, on an application
by thejudgment-debtor, to set asidetheregistration of ajudg-
ment under this section on such termsasthe court thinksfit;
and

(c) forsuspending theexecution of ajudgment registered under
thissection until the expiration of the period during which the
judgment-debtor may apply to havetheregistration set aside.

(5) In any action brought in the Supreme Court of Belizeon any
judgment which might beordered to beregistered under thissection, theplaintiff
shall not be entitled to recover any costsof theaction unlessan applicationto
register thejudgment under thissection hasprevioudy been refused, or unless
the court otherwise orders.

4. Where ajudgment has been obtained in the Supreme Court of Belize
against any person, the court shall, on an application made by thejudgment-
creditor and on proof that thejudgment-debtor isresident in some part of the
United Kingdom, issueto thejudgment-creditor acertified copy of thejudg-
ment.

5. Provision may be made by rulesof court for regulating the practice and
procedure, including scal esof feesand evidence, in respect of proceedingsof
any kind under thisPart.

Judgments of Commonwealth or Colonial Courts

6.-(1) Wherethe Minister is satisfied that reciprocal provisionshave been
made by the L egidlature of any Commonwealth country or any part of Her
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Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments [CAP.171 o

M gjesty’ sdominionsoutsi de the United Kingdom for the enforcement within
that country or part of Her M gjesty’sdominionsof judgments obtained inthe
Supreme Court of Belize, the Minister may by Order published inthe Gazette
declarethat thisAct shall extend to judgments obtained in aSuperior Courtin
that country or part of Her Mgjesty’ sdominionsinthelikemanner asit extends
to judgmentsobtained in aSuperior Court in the United Kingdom, and on any
such Order being made, thisAct shall extend accordingly.

2 For the purposes of thissection, the expression “ part of Her
Mg esty’ sdominionsoutsidethe United Kingdom” shall bedeemedtoinclude
any territory whichisunder Her Mgjesty’ s protection or in respect of whicha
mandateis being exercised by the government of any part of Her Majesty’s
dominions.

PART I
Enforcement of Foreign Judgments
7.-(1) InthisPart, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-

“apped” includesany proceeding by way of discharging or setting asdeajudg-
ment or an applicationfor anew trial or astay of execution;

“country of theoriginal court” meansthe country inwhichtheorigina courtis
Stuated;

“judgment” meansajudgment or order given or made by acourt in any civil
proceedings or ajudgment or order given or made by acourt inany criminal
proceedingsfor the payment of asum of money in respect of compensation or
damagesto aninjured party;

“judgment-creditor” meansthe personinwhaosefavour thejudgment wasgiven
and includesany person in whom therightsunder the judgment have become
vested by succession or assignment or otherwise;

Interpretation.
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Power to extend
Part 11 toforeign
countries giving

“judgment-debtor” meansthe person against whom thejudgment wasgiven,
and includes any person against whom the judgment isenforceable under the
law of theorigina court;

“judgmentsgiveninthe Superior Court of Belize” meansjudgmentsgivenin
the Supreme Court and Orders made by Her Mgjesty in Council on appeal
fromjudgmentsof the Supreme Couirt;

“original court” inrelation to any judgment, meansthe court by which the
judgment wasgiven,

“registration” meansregistration under this Part, and the expressions*regis-
ter” and“registered” shall be construed according ;

“registering court” in relation to any judgment, meansthe court towhich an
applicationtoregister thejudgment ismade.

(2 Forthepurposesof thisPart, “action in personam’ shall not
be deemed to include any matrimonia causeor any proceedingsin connec-
tionwith any of thefollowing matters, that isto say, matrimonial matters,
administration of the estates of deceased persons, bankruptcy, winding-up
of companies, unsoundness of mind or guardianship of infants.

8.-(1) TheMinigter if heissatidfied that, intheevent of the benefitsconferred
by this Part being extended to judgments given in the superior courts of any
foreign country, substantial reciprocity of treatment will beassured asrespects

iprocal
:ﬁ%oem_ the enforcement in that foreign country of judgments given in the Superior
S.1.17 of 1964. Court of Belize, may by Order published inthe Gazettedirect-
(@ thatthisPart shall extendtothat foreign country; and
(b) that such courtsof that foreign country asare specifiedin
the Order shall be deemed superior courtsof that country
for the purposes of thisPart.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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11

2 Any judgment of asuperior court of aforeign country towhich
thisPart extends, other than ajudgment of such acourt given on appeal froma
court whichisnot asuperior court, shall beajudgment to which thisPart ap-
plies, if-

(@ itisfina and conclusive asbetween the partiesthereto;

(b) thereispayablethereunder asum of money, not beingasum
payablein respect of taxesor other chargesof alikenature or
inrespect of afineor other penalty; and

(¢) itisgivenafter thecominginto operation of the Order directing
that thisPart shall extend to that foreign country.

(3) For the purposesof thissection, ajudgment shall bedeemed to be
fina and conclusive notwithstanding that an appea may be pending against it,
or that it may still be subject to apped , inthe courtsof thecountry of theorigina
court.

9.-(1) A person, being ajudgment-creditor under ajudgment to whichthis
Part applies, may apply to the Supreme Court at any timewithinsix yearsafter
the date of the judgment or, where there have been proceedings by way of
appeal against thejudgment, after the date of the last judgment giveninthose
proceedings, to havethejudgment registered in the Supreme Court, and on any
such application the court shall, subject to proof of the prescribed mattersand
totheother provisionsof thisAct, order thejudgment to beregistered:

Provided that ajudgment shall not be registered if at the date of the
application-

(@ ithasbeenwhally satisfied; or

(b) it could not be enforced by execution in the country of the
origina court.

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

Applicationfor,
and effect of,
registration of
foreignjudg-
ment.
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12 CAP.171] Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments

2 Subject to the provisionsof thisPart with respect to the setting
asdeof regigtration-

(@ aregistered judgment shdl, for the purposesof execution, be
of thesameforce and effect;

(b) proceedingsmay betaken on aregistered judgment;

() thesumforwhichajudgmentisregistered shal carry interest;
and

(d) theregistering court shall have the same control over the
execution of aregistered judgment,

asif thejudgment had been ajudgment originally givenintheregistering court
and entered on the date of registration:

Provided that execution shall not issue on thejudgment so long as, un-
der thisPart and the rules of court made thereunder, it iscompetent for any
party to make an application to havetheregistration of thejudgment set aside
or, where such an application ismade, until after the application has been
finaly determined.

(3) Wherethe sum payableunder ajudgment whichisto bereg-
istered isexpressed in acurrency other than the currency of Belize, thejudg-
ment shall beregistered asif it wereajudgment for such suminthe currency of
Belize as, onthe basis of therate of exchange prevailing at the date of the
judgment of theorigina court, isequivaent to the sum so payable.

4 If at thedate of the application for registration thejudgment of
theoriginal court hasbeen partly satisfied, thejudgment shall not beregistered
inrespect of thewhole sum payable under thejudgment of theoriginal court,
but only in respect of the balance remaining payable at that date.

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
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Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments [CAP.171 13

(5) If, onan application for theregistration of ajudgment, it ap-
pearsto theregistering court that thejudgment isin respect of different matters
and that some, but not all, of the provisions of the judgment are such that if
those provisions had been contained in separate judgmentsthose judgments
could properly have been registered, thejudgment may beregistered inrespect
of theprovisionsaforesaid but not in respect of any other provisions contained
therein.

(6) Inaddition to thesum of money payable under thejudgment of
theorigind court, including any interest which by thelaw of the country of the
original court becomes due under thejudgment up to thetime of theregistra-
tion, thejudgment shall beregistered for the reasonabl e costs of and incidental
to registration, including the costs of obtaining acertified copy of thejudgment
fromtheorigind court.

10.-(1) The power to make rules of court under section 95 of the Supreme  Rulesof Court.
Court of Judicature Act shall, subject to this section, include power tomake ~ CAR.9L
rulesfor thefollowing purposes-

(@ formaking provisionwithrespect tothegiving of security for
costsby personsapplying for theregistration of judgments;

(b)  for prescribing the mattersto be proved on an application for
theregistration of ajudgment and for regulating the mode of
proving those matters;

() forprovidingfor the service on thejudgment-debtor of notice
of theregigtration of ajudgment;

(d) formaking provisionwithrespect tothefixing of theperiod
withinwhich an application may be madeto havetheregistra:
tion of thejudgment set aside and with respect totheextension
of the period sofixed;

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
the Government of Belize.



14 CAP.171] Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments

(e) for prescribingthemethod by which any question arising
under this Part asto whether aforeign judgment can be
enforced by executioninthe country of theoriginal court or
what interest is payable under aforeign judgment under the
law of theorigina court isto be determined;

(f)  for prescribing any matter which under thisPart isto be
prescribed.

2 Rulesof court madefor the purposes of sections7to 14 shall
beexpressed to have, and shall have, effect subject to any such provisions
contained in Orders made under section 8 of this Act asare declared by

S.1.17 of 1964. the said Ordersto be necessary for giving effect to agreements made be-
tween the Government of Belize and foreign countriesin relationto matters
with respect towhichthereispower to makerulesof court for the purposes of
thesaid sections.

Casesin 11.-(2) Onapplicationinthat behaf duly madeby any party against whoma

whichregistered  regjistered judgment may be enforced, the registration of thejudgment -
judgments must,

o ey, be st (@) shall besetasideif theregistering courtis satisfied -

() that the judgment is not ajudgment to which sec-
tions7to 14 apply or wasregistered in contravention
of theforegoing provisionsof thisPart;

(ii) that the courtsof the country of theorigina court had
no jurisdictioninthecircumstances of the case;

(i) thatthejudgment-debtor, being the defendant inthe
proceedingsintheoriginal court, did not, notwith-
standing that process may have been duly served on
him in accordancewith thelaw of the country of the
origina court, receivenotice of those proceedingsin

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments [CAP.171 15

sufficient timeto enable him to defend the proceed-
ingsand did not appear;

(iv)  thatthejudgment wasobtained by fraud;

v) that the enforcement of the judgment would be con-
trary to public policy inthe country of theregistering
court; or

(vi)  thattherightsunder thejudgment arenot vestedinthe
personby whomtheapplicationfor registrationwasmeade;

(b) maybeset asideif theregistering court issatisfied that the
matter in disputein the proceedingsin theoriginal court had,
previoudy to thedate of thejudgment intheorigina court,
been the subject of afina and conclusivejudgment by acourt
havingjurisdictioninthe matter.

2 For the purpsoes of this section, the courts of the country of the
original court shall, subject to the provisions of subsection (3), be deemedto
have had jurisdiction-

(@ inthecaseof ajudgmentinanactionin personam-

M) if the judgment-debtor, being adefendant in the
origind court, submitted to thejurisdiction of that court
by voluntarily appearing inthe proceedingsotherwise
than for the purpose of protecting or obtaining the
release of property seized, or threatened with seizure,
inthe proceedingsor of contesting thejurisdiction of
that court; or

(i) if thejudgment-debtor wasplaintiff in, or counter
clamedin, the proceedingsintheoriginal court; or

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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16  CAP.171] Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments

(i) if thejudgment-debtor, being adefendant in the
original court, had beforethe commencement of the
proceedingsagreed, in respect of the subject-matter
of the proceedings, to submit to thejurisdiction of that
court or of the court of the country of that court; or

(iv)  if thejudgment-debtor, being adefendantinthe
original court, wasat thetimewhen the proceedings
wereingtituted resident in, or being abody corporate
haditsprincipa placeof business, inthe country of
that court; or

V) if thejudgment-debtor, being adefendantintheorigi-
nal court, had an office or place of businessinthe
country of that court and the proceedingsin that court
werein respect of atransaction effected through or at
that officeor place;

(b) inthecaseof ajudgment giveninan action of whichthe
subject-matter wasimmovable property or inanactionin
remof which the subject-matter wasmovable property, if
the property in question wasat thetime of the proceedings
intheorigina court Situatein the country of that court;

(¢) inthecaseof ajudgment giveninan action other than any
such action asismentioned in paragraph (a) or paragraph
(b), if thejurisdiction of theoriginal court isrecognised by
thelaw of theregistering court.

(3 Notwithstanding anything in subsection (2), the court of the
country of theorigina court shall not be deemed to have had jurisdiction-

(@ if thesubject-matter of the proceedingswasimmovableprop-
erty outsidethe country of theoriginal court; or

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments [CAP.171 17

(b)  exceptinthecasesmentioned insubparagraphs(i), (ii) and
(iii) of paragraph (a) and in paragraph (c) of subsection (2),if
the bringing of the proceedingsintheoriginal court was
contrary to an agreement under which thedisputein question
wasto be settled otherwise than by proceedingsin the courts
of the country of that court; or

(¢) ifthejudgment-debtor, being adefendant in theorigina
proceedings, was a person who under the rules of public
internationa law wasentitled toimmunity fromthejurisdic-
tion of the courtsof the country of theorigina court and did not
submit to thejurisdiction of that court.

12.-(1) If, onan application to set asidetheregistration of ajudgment, the  Power of
applicant satisfiestheregistering court either that an appeal ispending, or that  registering court
heisentitled and intendsto appeal against thejudgment, thecourt, if it thinksfit, ~ on @plication

. L . . . . to set aside
may, on such termsasit may think just, either set aside the registration or registration,
adjournthe application to set aside theregistration until after the expiration of
such period as appearsto the court to be reasonably sufficient to enablethe
application to take the necessary stepsto have the appeal disposed of by the
competent tribund.

2 Wheretheregistration of ajudgment is set aside under thelast
preceding subsection, or solely for the reason that thejudgment was not at the
date of the application for registration enforceable by executionin the country
of theoriginal court, the setting aside of theregistration shall not prejudicea
further applicationto register thejudgment when the appeal has been disposed
of or if and when thejudgment becomes enforceable by executionin that coun-
try, asthe case may be.

3 Wheretheregistration of ajudgment isset aside solely for the
reason that thejudgment, notwithstanding that it had a the date of thegpplication
for registration been partly satisfied, wasregistered for thewhole sum payable
thereunder, the registering court shall, on the application of the judgment-
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18 CAP.171] Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments

Foreign

judgments

which can be
registered not to be
enforceable
otherwise.

Part |1 to apply to
Britishdominions,
protectorates and
mandated
territories.

S.1.17 of 1964.

Modification.

190f 1958.

creditor, order judgment to beregistered for the bal ance remaining payable at
that date.

13. No proceedings for the recovery of a sum payable under a foreign
judgment, being ajudgment towhich thisPart gpplies, other than proceedings
by way of registration of the judgment, shall be entertained by any courtin
Bdlize

14.-(1) Sections7to 13 shdl apply to Her Mg esty’sdominionsand to judg-
ments obtained in the courts of the said dominions, asit appliestoforeign
countriesand to judgmentsobtained inthe courtsof foreign countries, andthe
provisionsof Part | shall ceaseto have effect except in relation to those parts
of the said dominionsto which they extended on 3rd August, 1935.

2 If a any timeafter an Order ismade under section 8 extending
sections 7 to 13 to any part of Her Majesty’s dominionsto which Part |
extend asaforesaid, the said provisonsshall ceaseto haveeffectinrelationto
that part of Her Mgjesty’sdominions.

(3) Referencesinthissectionto Her Mgjesty’ sdominionsshall be
construed asincluding referencesto any British protectorate or protected State
andto any territory in respect of which amandate on behalf of the L eague of
Nationsor the United Nations has been accepted by Her Mgjesty.

15. Wherean Order ismade under section 8 of thisAct extending thisPart to
any part of Her Majesty’s dominions or other territory to which Part |
extends, thisPart shal, inrelationtothat part of Her Mgjesty’ sdominionsor
other territory, have effect asif -

(@ theexpresson“judgment” includean awardin proceedings
onanarbitrationif theaward has, in pursuanceof thelaw in
forceinthe placewhereit wasmade, becomeenforceablein
thesamemanner asajudgment given by acourt inthat place;
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Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments [CAP.171 19

(b) thefact that ajudgment was given before the cominginto
operation of the Order did not prevent it from being ajudg-
ment towhichthis Part applies, but thetimelimited for the
registration of ajudgment were, inthe case of ajudgment so
given, twelve monthsfrom the date of thejudgment or such
longer period asmay be allowed by the Superior Court of
Bdize

() anyjudgment registeredinany of the said courtsunder Part |
or any rules of the court or other provisionsapplicableto
Part | had been done under this Part or the corresponding
rulesof court or other provisionsapplicableto thisPart.

16.-(1) Subjecttotheprovisonsof thissection, ajudgment towhichsections — Genera effect

7 to 13 apply or would have applied if asum of money had been payable  of certainforeign
thereunder, whether it can be registered or not, and whether, if it can be Judgments.
registered, itisregistered or not, shall berecognisedinany courtin Belizeas

conclusive between the partiesthereto in al proceedingsfounded onthe same

causeof action and may berelied on by way of defence or counterclaiminany

such proceedings.

2 Thissection shall not apply inthe case of any judgment -

(@ wherethejudgment has been registered and theregistration
thereof hasbeen set aside on some ground other than-

() that a sum of money was not payable under the
judgment; or

(i) that thejudgment had beenwhally or partly satisfied;
or

(i) that at the date of the application thejudgment could
not beenforced by executioninthecountry of theorigind

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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20 CAP.171] Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments

court; or

(b)  wherethejudgment has not been registered, it isshown,
whether it could have beenregistered or not, that if it had
been registered theregistration thereof would have been set
asideonan gpplicationfor that purpose on someground other
than one of the grounds specifiedin paragraph (a) of thissub-
section.

(3 Nothing in this section shall betaken to prevent any courtin
Belizerecognising any judgment as conclusive of any matter of law or fact
decided thereinif that judgment would have been so recognised before the
passing of thisAct.

Power to make 17.-(1) If it appearstotheMinister that thetrestment in repect of recognition

foreign judgments  gnd enforcement accorded by the courtsof any foreign country to judgments

unenforceablein - oiyien jnthe Superior Court of Belizeissubstantially lessfavourablethan that

Bdlizeif no . . .

reciprocity. accorded by the courts of Belizeto judgments of the superior courtsof that

SJ.17 of 1964. country, the Minister may by Order published in the Gazette apply this
section to that country.

S.I. 17 of 1964. 2 Except in sofar asthe Minister may by Order under thissec-
tion otherwisedirect, no proceedingsshall beentertainedinany courtin Belize
for therecovery of any sum alleged to be payable under ajudgment givenina
court of acountry to which this section applies.

| ssue of 18.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), where ajudgment under which asum of
Pe('; tifi Cat?s of money ispayable, not being asum payablein respect of taxesor other charges
judgments

of alikenatureor in respect of afineor other penalty, hasbeen enteredinthe
Supreme Court against any person and thejudgment-creditor isdesirous of
enforcing the judgment in acountry or territory to which sections 7 to 13
apply, thecourt shal, on an application made by thejudgment-creditor and on
payment of such feeasmay befixed for the purposes of this section under
CAP 9L section 95 of the Supreme Court of Judicature Act, issueto thejudgment-

obtainedin Belize.
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creditor acertified copy of thejudgment, together with acertificate containing
such particularswith respect to the action, including the causes of action and
therateof interest, if any, payable on the sum payable under thejudgment, as
maly be prescribed.

2 Whereexecution of ajudgment isstayed for any period pending
an appeal or for any other reason, an application shall not be made under this
section with respect to thejudgment until the expiration of that period.
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