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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

CHAPTER 177
INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION
[22nd August, 1989]

1.  ThisActmay becited asthelnternationa Child Abduction Act.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-
“the Convention” meansthe Convention onthe Civil

Aspectsof International Child Abduction, whichwassigned
at The Hague on 25th October, 1980;

@)

(b) “Miniser” meansthe Minister for thetimebeing responsible

for socid sarvices.

3. Subject to the provisonsof thisAct, the provisonsof the Convention
set out inthe Scheduleto thisAct shal havetheforceof law in Belize.

4. For the purpose of the Convention, the Contracting States shall be
thosefor thetime being specified by the Minister by Order published inthe
Gagzette.

5. Thefunctionsunder the Convention of aCentral Authority shall be
Dischargedin Belizeby theMinigter.

6. The court having jurisdiction to entertain applications under the
Conventionin Belize shall bethe Belize Family Court established under the
Family CourtsAct.

7. Wherean gpplication hasbeen madeto the Belize Family Court under
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the Convention, that Court may, at any timebeforetheapplicationisdetermined,
givesuchinterimdirectionsasit thinksfit for the purpose of securingthewdfare
of thechild concerned or of preventing changesin the circumstancesrelevant to
the determination of theapplication.

8. Wherethe Minister isrequested to provideinformationrelatingtoa  Reports.
childunder Article 7 (d) of the Convention, or asto the law of Belize under
Article7 (e) of the Convention, hemay-

(@ requestalocal authority or aprobation officer to makea
report to him inwriting with respect to any matter which
appearsto himto bereevant;

(b) request any court towhich awrittenreport relating tothe child
has been made to send him acopy of thereport;

(0 requesttheAttorney-Generd to provideinformation astothe
law of Belizein connection with the gpplication of the
Convention,

and such arequest shall beduly complied with.

9.-(1) For the purpose of Article 14 of the Convention, a decision or  Proof of
determination of ajudicial or administrativeauthority outside Belizemay be  documents and
proved by aduly authenticated copy of thedecision or determination; andany ~ evidence.
document purporting to be such acopy shall be deemed to be atrue copy

unlessthe contrary isshown.

()] For the purpose of subsection (1) above, a copy is duly
authenticatedif it bearsthe sed, orissigned by ajudgeor officer, of theauthority
inquestion.

3 For the purposesof Articles14 and 30 of the Convention, any
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Declarations by

such document asismentioned in Article 8 of the Convention, or acertified
copy of any such document, shall besufficient evidenceof anything statedinit.

10.  TheBdizeFamily Court may, on an gpplication madefor the purposes

BelizeFamily of Article 15 of the Convention by any person appearing tothat court to have

Court. aninterestinthe matter, makeadec!aration that theremoval of any child from,
or hisretention outside, Belizewaswrongful withinthemeaning of Article3 of
the Convention.

Authenticated 11. Every application, communication or other document sent to the Central

English Authority of Belizeunder the Convention shall beintheorigina languageand

translation. shall be accompanied by an authenticated trandation into English.

Costs of 12.  All costsrelating to applicationsunder the Convention resulting from

application. the participation of legal counsel or advisersor from court proceedingsshall
be borne by the applicants, except insofar as such costs may be covered by
thesystem of legal aid and adviceobtainingin Belize.

Regulations. 13.-(1) TheMinister may makeregulationsfor the better carrying out of the
objectsand purposesof thisAct and the Convention.

(2 Anyregulaionsmadeby theMinister under subsection (1) above
shall, assoon asmay be after the making thereof, belaid beforethe Nationa
Assembly and shall be subject to negativeresol ution.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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SCHEDULE

[Section 3]
CONVENTION ON THE CIVIL ASPECTSOF INTERNATIONAL
CHILD ABDUCTION!

The States signatory to the present Convention,

Firmly convinced that theinterestsof children are of paramount importancein
mattersrelating to their custody,

Desiring to protect children internationally from the harmful effectsof their
wrongful removal or retention and to establish proceduresto ensuretheir prompt
return to the State of their habitual residence, aswell asto secureprotection for
rightsof access,

Haveresolved to conclude aConvention to thiseffect, and have agreed upon
thefollowing provisons-

CHAPTER | - SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION
Articlel

The objectsof the present Convention are-

a. to secure the prompt return of children wrongfully removed to or
retainedin any Contracting State; and

b. to ensurethat rightsof custody and of accessunder thelawof one
Contracting State are effectively respected in the other Contracting States.

! Extract from the Final Act of the Fourteenth Session of The Hague Conference on Private
International Law, October 25, 1980.
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8 CAP. 177] International Child Abduction

Article2

Contracting States shall take al appropriate measuresto securewithin their
territoriestheimplementation of the objectsof the Convention. For thispurpose
they shdl usethe most expeditious proceduresavailable.

Article3
Theremoval or theretention of achildisto be considered wrongful where-

a. itisin breach of rightsof custody attributed to aperson, an
ingtitution or any other body, either jointly or alone, under thelaw of the State
inwhichthe child washabitualy resident immediately beforetheremoval or
retention; and

b. at thetimeof removal or retention thoserightswereactually exercised,
either jointly or alone, or would have been so exercised but for theremoval or
retention.

Therightsof custody mentionedin sub-paragraph aabovemay arisein particular
by operation of law or by reason of ajudicia or administrativedecision, or by
reason of an agreement having legal effect under thelaw of that State.

Article4

The Convention shall apply to any child who was habitually residentina
Contracting Stateimmediately before any breach of custody or accessrights.
The Convention shall cease to apply when the child attains the age of 16
years.

Article5

For the purposes of this Convention-
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a. “rightsof custody” shdl includerightsreating to the care of the person
of thechild and, in particular, theright to determinethe child’ splace of resdence;

b. “rights of access’ shall includetheright to takeachild for alimited
period of timeto aplace other than the child’shabitual residence.

CHAPTERII - CENTRAL AUTHORITIES
Article6

A Contracting State shall designateaCentral Authority to dischargetheduties
which areimposed by the Convention upon such authorities.

Federal States, States with more than one system of law or States having
autonomousterritorial organizations shall be freeto appoint morethan one
Central Authority and to specify theterritoria extent of their powers. Wherea
State has appointed more than one Central Authority, it shall designatethe
Central Authority to which applicationsmay be addressed for transmissionto
theappropriate Central Authority withinthat State.

Article7
Centra Authoritiesshall co-operate with each other and promote cooperation
amongst the competent autthoritiesin their respective Statesto securethe prompt

return of children and to achieve the other objects of thisConvention.

In particular, either directly or through any intermediary, they shall takeall
appropriate measures-

a. to discover the whereabouts of a child who has been wrongfully
removed or retained;
b. to prevent further harmto the child or prgjudiceto interested parties

by taking or causing to betaken provisional measures;
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C. to securethevoluntary return of the child or to bring about anamicable
resolution of theissues,

d. to exchange, where desirable, infomation relating to the social
background of thechild;
e. to provideinformation of ageneral character asto thelaw of their

Statein connection with the application of the Convention,;

f. toinitiate or facilitate the institution of judicial or administrative
proceedingswith aview to obtaining thereturn of the child and, inaproper
case, to makearrangementsfor organizing or securing the effective exercise of

rightsof access,

0. wherethecircumatancessorequire, toprovideor facilitatetheprovision
of legd adandadvice, includingtheparticipation of legd counsd andadvisers,

h. to provide such adminigtrative arrangements asmay be necessary and
appropriateto securethe safereturn of thechild;

I. to keep each other informed with respect to the operation of this
Conventionand, asfar aspossible, to diminate any obstaclestoitsapplication.

CHAPTERIII - RETURN OF CHILDREN
Article8

Any person, ingtitution or other body claiming that achild hasbeen removed
or retained inbreach of custody rightsmay apply ether tothe Centrd Authority
of the child's habitual residence or to the Central Authority of any other
Contracting Statefor ass stancein securing thereturn of thechild.

Theapplication shdl contain-
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a. information concerning theidentity of theapplicant, of the child and of
the person aleged to have removed or retained the child;

b. whereavail able, thedate of birth of thechild;

c.  thegroundsonwhichtheapplicant’sclaimfor return of thechildis
based;

d. al availableinformationrelating to thewhereabouts of thechild and the
identity of the personwithwhom thechildispresumedto be.

Theapplication may be accompanied or supplemented by-
e.  anauthenticated copy of any relevant decision or agreement;

f. acertificate or an affidavit emanating from aCentral Authority, or
other competent authority of the State of the child’shabitua residence, or from
aqualified person, concerning therelevant law of that State;

g.  anyother relevant document.

Article9

If the Central Authority which receivesan applicationreferredtoinArticle8
hasreasonto bdievethat thechildisin another Contracting State, it shall directly
and without delay transmit the application to the Central Authority of that
Contracting State and inform therequesting Centra Authority, or the applicant,
asthe case may be.

Article10

The Central Authority of the State wherethe child isshall take or causeto be
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12 CAP.177] International Child Abduction

taken all appropriate measuresin order to obtain the voluntary return of the
child.

Article 11

Thejudicia or administrative authorities of Contracting States shall act
expeditioudy in proceedingsfor thereturn of thechildren.

If thejudicia or adminigtrative authority concerned hasnot reached adecision
within six weeksfrom the date of commencement of the proceedings, the
applicant or the Central Authority of therequested State, onitsowninitiative
or if asked by the Central Authority of therequesting State, shall havetheright
to request astatement of thereasonsfor thedelay. If areply isreceived by the
Central Authority of therequested State, that authority shall transmit thereply
to the Central Authority of therequesting State, or to the applicant, asthecase
may be.

Article12

Whereachild hasbeenwrongfully removed or retainedintermsof Article 3
and, at the date of the commencement of the proceedingsbeforethejudicia
or adminigtrative authority of the Contracting Statewherethechildis, aperiod
of lessthan one year has el apsed from the date of the wrongful removal or
retention, theauthority concerned shall order thereturn of the child forthwith.

Thejudicid or adminigtrative authority, even wherethe proceedingshavebeen
commenced after the expiration of the period of oneyear referredtointhe
preceding paragraph, shall also order the return of the child, unlessit is
demonstrated that the child isnow settled initsnew environment.

Wherethejudicid or adminigrative authority inthe requested State hasreason
to believe that the child has been taken to another State, it may stay the
proceedingsor dismisstheapplication for thereturn of thechild.
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Article13

Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding Article, the judicial or
administrative authority of therequested Stateisnot bound to order thereturn
of the child if the person, institution or other body which opposesitsreturn
establishesthat-

a. the person, institution or other body having the care of the person of
the childwasnot actualy exercising the custody rightsat thetimeof remova or
retention or had consented to or subsequently acquiesced intheremoval or
retention; or

b. thereisagraverisk that hisor her return would exposethe child to
physical or psychological harm or otherwise placethechildinanintolerable
gtuation.

Thejudicia or administrative authority may aso refuseto order thereturn of
thechildif it findsthat the child objectsto being returned and has attained an
age and degree of maturity at which it is appropriate to take account of its
views.

In considering the circumstancesreferred tointhisArticle, thejudicial and
adminigtrative authoritiesshd | takeinto account theinformation relaingtothe
socia background of the child provided by the Central Authority or other
competent authority of the child’shabitua residence.

Article14

| n ascertai ning whether there has been awrongful removal or retentionwithin
themeaning of Article3, thejudicia or adminigtrativeauthoritiesof therequested
State may take noticedirectly of thelaw of, and of judicia or administrative
decisions, formally recognized or not, in the State of the habitual residence of
the child, without recourseto the specific proceduresfor the proof of that law
or for therecognition of foreign decisonswhichwould otherwisebeapplicable.
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Article15

Thejudicia or administrative authoritiesof aContracting State may, prior to
the making of an order for thereturn of the child, request that the applicant
obtain from the authorities of the State of the habitual residence of thechilda
decision or other determination that the removal or retention waswrongful
within themeaning of Article 3 of the Convention, where such adecisionor
determination may beobtained inthat State. The Central Authoritiesof the
Contracting States shall sofar as practicableassist applicantsto obtain sucha
decision or determination.

Article 16

After receiving notice of awrongful removal or retention of achildinthesense
of Article 3, thejudicia or administrative authoritiesof the Contracting State
towhichthe child hasbeenremoved or inwhich it hasbeen retained shdl not
decide onthe meritsof rightsof custody until it hasbeen determined that the
childisnot to bereturned under this Convention or unlessan gpplication under
thisConventionisnot lodged within areasonabletimefollowing receipt of the
notice.

Articlel7

The solefact that adecision relating to custody hasbeengiveninor isentitled
torecognitionintherequested State shall not beaground for refusngtoreturn
achild under thisConvention, but thejudicial or administrative authorities of
therequested State mayy takeaccount of thereasonsfor that decisoninapplying
thisConvention.

Article 18

The provisions of this Chapter do not limit the power of a judicial or
adminigtrative authority to order thereturn of thechild at any time.
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Article19

A decisionunder this Convention concerning thereturn of the child shal not be
taken to be adetermination on the meritsof any custody issue.

Article20

Thereturn of thechild under theprovisionsof Article 12 may berefusedif this
would not be permitted by the fundamental principlesof therequested State
relating to the protection of human rightsand fundamental freedoms.

CHAPTERIV - RIGHTSOF ACCESS
Article21

An applicationto make arrangementsfor organizing or securing the effective
exercise of rightsof accessmay be presented to the Central Authoritiesof the
Contracting Statesin the sameway asan application for thereturn of achild.

The Centra Authoritiesare bound by the obligationsof co-operationwhichare
setforthin Article 7 to promote the peaceful enjoyment of accessrightsandthe
fulfilment of any conditionstowhichtheexerciseof thoserightsmay besubject.
The Central Authorities shall take stepsto remove, as far aspossible, all
obstaclesto theexercise of suchrights.

The Centra Authorities, either directly or throughintermediaries, may initiateor
assstintheingtitution of proceedingswith aview to organizing or protecting
theserights and securing respect for the conditionsto which the exercise of
theserights may be subject.
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CHAPTERYV - GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 22

No security, bond or deposit, however described, shall berequired to guarantee
the payment of costsand expensesinthejudicia or administrative proceedings
falingwithin the scopeof thisConvention.

Article23

No legalization or similar formality may berequired inthe context of this
Convention.

Article24

Any gpplication, communication or other document sent to the Centra Authority
of therequested Stateshd| beintheorigind language, and shall beaccompanied
by atrandationinto theofficial languageor oneof theofficia languagesof the
requested State or, where that is not feasible, atranslation into French or

English.

However, aContracting State may, by making areservation in accordance
with Article42, object to the use of either French or English, but not both, in
any gpplication, communication or other document senttoitsCentra Authority.

Article25

Nationals of the Contracting States and personswho are habitually resident
within those States shal| be entitled in matters concerned with the application
of thisConventiontolegd aid and advicein any other Contracting Stateonthe
same conditionsasif they themsaveswerenationa sof and habitualy resident
inthat State.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



International Child Abduction [CAP. 177 17

Article 26
Each Central Authority shal bear itsown costsin applying this Convention.

Central Authoritiesand other public servicesof Contracting States shall not
imposeany chargesin relation to applications submitted under thisConvention.
In particular, they may not requireany payment from the applicant towardsthe
costsand expenses of the proceedings or, where applicable, thosearising from
theparticipation of legal counsel or advisers. However, they may requirethe
payment of the expensesincurred or to beincurredinimplementing thereturn
of thechild.

However, aContracting State may, by making areservation in accordance
with Article42, declarethat it shall not be bound to assume any costsreferred
toin the preceding paragraph resulting from the participation of legal counsel
or advisersor from court proceedings, except insofar asthose costs may be
covered by itssystem of legal aid and advice.

Upon ordering thereturn of achild or issuing an order concerning rights of
accessunder this Convention, thejudicia or administrative authorities may,
where appropriate, direct the person who removed or retained the child, or
who prevented the exercise of rights of access, to pay necessary expenses
incurred by or on behalf of the applicant, including travel expenses, any costs
incurred or payments made for locating the child, the costs of lega
representation of the applicant, and those of returning the child.

Article27

Whenitismanifest that therequirementsof thisConvention arenot fulfilled or
that the application isotherwise not well founded, aCentral Authority isnot
bound to accept the gpplication. Inthat case, the Central Authority shall forthwith
inform the gpplicant or the Centra Authority through whichtheapplicationwas
submitted, asthe case may be, of itsreasons.
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Article 28

A Central Authority may requirethat the application be accompanied by a
written authorization empowering it to act on behalf of the applicant, or to
designate arepresentative soto act.

Article29

ThisConvention shal not preclude any person, ingtitution or body who claims
that there hasbeen abreach of custody or accessrightswithinthe meaning of
Article3or 21 from gpplying directly tothejudicia or adminigrativeauthorities
of aContracting State, whether or not under the provisionsof thisConvention.

Article30

Any application submitted to the Central Authoritiesor directly tothejudicia
or administrative authorities of aContracting Statein accordancewith the
termsof this Convention, together with documentsand any other information
appended thereto or provided by aCentral Authority, shall beadmissiblein
the courtsor administrative authoritiesof the Contracting States.

Article31

Inrelationto aStatewhichin mattersof custody of children hastwo or more
systemsof law applicablein different territoria units-

a. any referenceto habitua residencein that State shall be construed as
referring to habitual resdencein aterritoria unit of that State;

b. any referenceto thelaw of the State of habitual residence shall be
construed asreferring to thelaw of theterritoria unitinthat Statewherethe
child habitualy resides.
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Article32

In relation to a State which in matters of custody of children hastwo or more
systemsof law applicableto different categories of persons, any referenceto
thelaw of that State shall be construed asreferringtothelega system specified
by thelaw of that State.

Article33

A Statewithinwhich different territorial unitshavetheir ownrulesof law in
respect of custody of children shall not be bound to apply this Convention
where a State with aunified system of law would not be bound to do so.

Article34

This Convention shall take priority in matters within its scope over the
Convention of 5 October 1961 concer ning the powers of authorities and
thelaw applicablein respect of the protection of minors, as between Parties
to both Conventions. Otherwisethe present Convention shall not restrict the
application of aninternational instrument in force between the State of origin
and the State addressed or other law of the State addressed for the purposes
of obtaining thereturn of achild who hasbeen wrongfully removed or retained
or of organizing accessrights.

Article35

ThisConvention shall apply as between Contracting States only to wrongful
removalsor retentionsoccurring after itsentry into forcein those States.

Where adeclaration hasbeen madeunder Article39 or 40, thereferenceinthe
preceding paragraphto aContracting Stateshall betakentorefer totheterritorid
unit or unitsin relation to which thisConvention applies.
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Article 36

Nothing inthis Convention shall prevent two or more Contracting States, in
order to limit therestrictionsto which thereturn of the child may be subject,
from agreeing among themselvesto derogate from any provisionsof this
Conventionwhichmay imply such arestriction.

CHAPTERVI - FINAL CLAUSES
Article37

The Convention shall be openfor signature by the Stateswhichwere Members
of the Hague Conference on Private International Law at the time of its
Fourteenth Session.

It shall beratified, accepted or approved and theinstruments of ratification,
acceptanceor gpprova shal bedepositedwiththeMinistry of Foreign Affairs
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Article 38
Any other State may accedeto the Convention.

Theinstrument of accession shall be deposited with the Ministry of Foreign
Affarsof theKingdom of the Netherlands.

The Convention shdl enter intoforcefor aStateaccedingtoit onthefirst day
of thethird calendar month after the deposit of itsinstrument of accession.

Theaccessonwill haveeffect only asregardsthere ationsbetween theacceding
State and such Contracting Statesaswill have declared their acceptance of
theaccession. Such adeclarationwill aso haveto be made by any Member
Stateratifying, accepting or gpproving the Convention after an accesson. Such
declaration shdl bedeposited a theMinistry of Foreign Affairsof theKingdom
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of theNetherlands; thisMinistry shal forward, through diplomatic channedls, a
certified copy to each of the Contracting States.

The Convention will enter into force as between the acceding State and the
State that has declared its acceptance of the accession on thefirst day of the
third calendar month after the deposit of the declaration of acceptance.

Article39

Any State may, at thetime of signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, declarethat the Convention shall extendto all theterritoriesfor the
international relationsof whichitisresponsible, or to one or more of them.
Such adeclaration shall take effect at thetime the Convention entersintoforce
for that State.

Such declaration, aswell asany subsequent extension, shall be notified tothe
Ministry of Foreign Affairsof the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Article40

If aContracting State hastwo or moreterritoria unitsinwhich different syslems
of law areapplicablein relationto mattersdedt with in thisConvention, it may
at thetimeof signature, ratification, acceptance, gpproval or accessiondeclare
that thisConvention shall extendto dl itsterritoria unitsor only to oneor more
of them and may modify thisdeclaration by submitting another declaration at

anytime.

Any such declaration shall benotified totheMinistry of Foreign Affairsof the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and shall state expressly theterritorial unitsto
which the Convention applies.

Article41

WhereaContracting State hasasystem of government under which executive,
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22 CAP.177] International Child Abduction

judicial and legidative powers are distributed between central and other
authoritieswithinthat State, itssignatureor rtification, acceptance or gpproval
of, or accessionto thisConvention, or itsmaking of any declarationintermsof
Article40 shall carry noimplication asto theinternal distribution of powers
withinthat State.

Article42

Any Statemay, not later than thetime of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, or at thetime of making adeclarationintermsof Article 39 or 40,
makeoneor both of thereservationsprovided for in Article24 and Article 26,
third paragraph. No other reservation shall be permitted.

Any Statemay at any timewithdraw areservationit hasmade. Thewithdrawa
shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands.

Thereservation shal ceaseto haveeffect onthefirst day of thethird calendar
month after the notification referred toin the preceding paragraph.

Article43

The Convention shall enter into force on thefirst day of thethird calendar
month after the deposit of the third instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accessionreferredtoin Articles37 and 38.

Thereafter the Convention shall enter intoforce-

1. for each State ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to it
subsequently, onthefirst day of thethird month after thedeposit of itsinstrument
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,

2. foranyterritory or territoria unit to which the Convention hasbeen
extended in conformity with Article 39 or 40, on thefirst day of the third
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calendar month after thenotification referredtointhat Article.
Article44

The Convention shdl remaininforcefor fiveyearsfromthedateof itsentry into
forcein accordancewith thefirst paragraph of Article43 evenfor Stateswhich
subsequently haveratified, accepted, approvedit or acceded to it.

If there hasbeen no denunciation, it shall berenewedtacitly every fiveyears.
Any denunciation shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairsof the
Kingdom of the Netherlands at |east six months beforethe expiry of thefive
year period. It may belimited to certain of theterritoriesor territoria unitsto
whichthe Convention applies.

Thedenunciation shall have effect only asregardsthe State which hasnotified
it. TheConventionshall remaininforcefor the other Contracting States.

Article45

TheMinigtry of Foreign Affairsof theKingdom of the Netherlandsshall notify
the States M embers of the Conference, and the Stateswhich have acceded in
accordancewith Article 38, of thefollowing-

1. thedgnaturesand ratifications, acceptancesand approvasreferred to
inArticle37,

2. theaccessonsreferredtoin Article38;

3. thedateonwhichthe Convention entersinto forcein accordancewith
Article43;

4. theextensonsreferredtoinArticle39;

5. thedeclarationsreferredtoin Articles 38 and 40;

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



24 CAP.177] International Child Abduction

6. the reservations referred to in Article 24 and Article 26, third
paragraph, and thewithdrawalsreferredtoin Article 42,

7. thedenunciationsreferredtoin Article44.

Inwitnesswhereof theundersigned, being duly authorized thereto, havesigned
thisConvention.

Doneat The Hague, on the 25th day of October, 1980, inthe English and
French languages, both textsbeing equaly authentic, inasingle copy which
shall be deposited inthe archives of the Government of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, and of which acertified copy shall be sent, through diplomatic
channels, to each of the StatesMembersof The Hague Conferenceon Private
International Law at the date of its Fourteenth Session.

Recommendation adopted by the Fourteenth Session?

The Fourteenth Session.
Recommendsto the States Parties to the Convention on the Civil Aspects

of International Child Abduction that thefollowing model form beusedin
making applicationsfor thereturn of wrongfully removed or retained children-
Request for return

|- IDENTITY OF THECHILD AND ITSPARENTS

Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspectsof International
Child Abduction.

1 Extract from the Final Act of the Fourteenth Session of the Hague Conference on Private
International Law, October 25, 1980. Part F.
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REQUESTING CENTRAL REQUESTED AUTHORITY
AUTHORITYORAPPLICANT

Concernsthefollowing Child: .........ccoovviiiveneseeeeeeeeeeeis who will
attaintheageof 160N ........ccccceeeeveeveeceeseee e 20 D

NOTE: Thefollowing particulars should be compl eted insofar aspossible.

1 Child

nameandfirdnames

dateandplaceof birth

habitua residencebeforeremoval or retention ..........cccceceveevenceneece e

passportoridentity cardNo.if any e

descriptionand photo, if possible ™ e

(seeannexes)

2. Parents

21Mother: nameandfirsnames e
dateandplaceof birth
naiondity
OCCUPALION e
habitual resdence
passport or identity CardNO.  .oveeeeeeee e
if any

22Father:  nameandfirdnames e
dateandplaceof birth
naiondity
OCCUPALION e
habitual resdence e
passport or identity CardNO.  .oveeeeeeeeee e
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if any
2.3Dateand placeof marriage = e

I1- REQUESTING INDIVIDUAL ORINSTITUTION (who actually
exercised custody beforetheremoval or retention)

3  nameandfirtnames s
nationdity of individud gpplicant .o
occupaionof individua gpplicant .
address
passportoridentity card No. ifany .o
relationtothechild
nameand addressof legal adviser, .

if any
[11-PLACEWHERE THE CHILD ISTHOUGHT TOBE

4.1 Information concerning the person alegedto haveremoved or
retained thechild

nameandfirsnames
dateand placeof birth,if known ...
nationdity,ifknown
OCCUPALION e
lastknownaddress 0
passport or identity card No. if any .o
descriptionand photo, if possible i
(seeannexes)

4.2 Addressofthechild e

4.3 Other personswho might beableto
supply additiona information
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relating to thewhereabouts
ofthechild

IV - TIME, PLACE, DATEAND CIRCUMSTANCESOF THE
WRONGFUL REMOVAL ORRETENTION

VIl - CHILD TOBERETURNED TO:

a nameandfirdaNames
dateandplaceof birth .
AAArESS s
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tedephonenumber e

b proposed arrangementsfor return of
thechild

VIII - OTHERREMARKS:

Signatureand/or stamp of therequesting Central Authority or
applicant

* Certified copy of relevant decision or agreement concerning custody or
access, certificateor affidavit asto the applicablelaw; information relating to
thesocid background of the child; authorization empowering the Central
Authority to act on behalf of applicant.
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